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Introduction 

Alexander Dalrymple served the East India Company for over 40 years (as its Hydrographer from 
1779) and, in 1795, was appointed as the first Hydrographer to the British Admiralty.  He was a prolific 
and zealous compiler, editor and publisher of marine charts, and his major contributions to marine 
cartography included over 1000 charts and views of Africa, India, east and southeast Asia, Australia, 
the Pacific and northwest America, as well as numerous sailing directions, books, monographs and 
letters. He visited the Philippines three times between 1759 and 1764, and subsequently produced 
some 95 charts (including insets) and sheets of views covering all parts of the Philippines, including 
Luzon, Batanes, the Visayas, Palawan, Mindanao, Sulu and the adjacent seas (see Appendix). 

Slide 1:   Portrait of Alexander Dalrymple in c1765, attributed to John Thomas Seton. 
 Source: National Museum of Scotland - www.nms.ac.uk/royal_museum_project  

Note:  Dalrymple, aged about 28, is pictured with a globe, a map of the Dutch province of Friesland, two 
hydrographic charts and a pair of dividers.  He is wearing the uniform of a sea-officer of the East India Company 
(which at the time was so like a naval uniform that the Navy objected).  The portrait was probably painted in the 
Chinese sitting room at the Dalrymple family home of Newhailes. 

In the words of Howard T. Fry, “Dalrymple’s great work as the Hydrographer ... was of particular 
significance for the expansion of British commerce. Before his time British charts were most 
inadequate, whereas at the time of his death Britain led the world in the science of hydrography ... 
due to Dalrymple’s life-long and indefatigable endeavours in this field.” 

Note:  Until the 20th Century the term “hydrographer” was often used to describe a land-based cartographer who 
was neither a seaman nor a marine surveyor, but was either a publisher or a professional compiler of marine 
charts. 

Early Life; Madras 

Alexander Dalrymple was born on 24 July, 1737 at Newhailes, near Edinburgh, as the eleventh child 
(of 16) and seventh son of Sir James Dalrymple, second baronet (1692-1751), and Lady Christian 
Dalrymple (née Hamilton). He was educated at Haddington School, and in November 1752 (at the 
age of 15) he was officially appointed as a Writer (or clerk) in the East India Company and sailed for 
Madras. 

Note:  Alexander Dalrymple came from a large, closely-knit, strict, staunchly Christian and sternly anti-Jacobite 
family. His eldest brother, Sir David (1726-92), was an eminent lawyer who (as Lord Hailes) became a 
distinguished judge; he was also a noted man of letters, antiquary and historian, and a friend of Dr Johnson.  
Alexander’s other surviving elder brothers were also successful: James (1729-91) was Lieutenant-Colonel of the 
1st battalion, The Royal Scots; Hugh (1731-79) was a Royal Navy captain (HMS Canada) and a friend of James 
Cook; and John (1734-79) became Lord Provost of Edinburgh.   
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Slide 2:   Fort St. George, Madras, February 2010. 
 Source: author’s photograph. 

Dalrymple arrived at Fort St. George in Madras in May 1753 on board the Suffolk (Captain William 
Wilson), but because “the Secretary’s office … required better penmanship than Mr. Dalrymple could 
produce” he was initially given a post as Assistant Storekeeper.  However, with the support and 
encouragement of George (later Lord) Pigot, the new Governor of Madras Presidency, in May 1757 
Dalrymple was taught to write a “good and fluent hand” and promoted to Deputy Secretary. This would 
normally have ensured his promotion to the Secretaryship in due course, but in 1759 Dalrymple 
stepped aside from the promotion ladder in favour of a voyage of discovery to the East Indies. 

Note:  Writers (or clerks) in the service of the East India Company were responsible for copying out the 
correspondence, minutes and proceedings in a fair hand, and every young Writer wanted to be employed in the 
Secretary’s office as the best place to gain general knowledge of the Company’s business and prepare for 
promotion. 

Slide 3:   A Prospect of Fort St. George and Plan of the City of Madras by John Harris. 
 Source: Fort St. George Museum, Madras; author’s photograph. 

The Voyage of the Cuddalore 

Between 1759 and 1764, Dalrymple made three voyages to the Philippines, Borneo and the Sulu Sea 
in order to explore trading opportunities and the new route to China from Madras pioneered by 
Commodore William Wilson in the Pitt.  In 1758-59 the Pitt travelled south of the Equator (via Batavia, 
the Spice Islands (the Moluccas) and the northwest coast of New Guinea), then northeast and 
northwest (to the east and north of the Philippines) to Macao. This became known as the Eastern 
Passage or Pitt’s Passage,  and was used increasingly by East Indiamen. 

Note:  Dalrymple was able to study Spanish histories of the Philippines that had been collected by William 
Roberts, who worked as a supercargo (a manager employed by the cargo-owner) on British ships sailing to 
Manila (under “Moorish” colours as the British were not officially allowed to trade in the Philippines) and was 
killed during the siege of Madras by the French in 1759.  These are believed to have included works by 
Fr. Francisco Colin and Fr. Murillo Velarde, Sucesos de las Islas Filipinas by Antonio de Morga (1609) and a 
1738 edition of the Chronica de San Gregorio. Although Dalrymple was not directly involved in preparations for 
the British military expedition to Manila led by Admiral Cornish and Colonel Draper in 1762, his information may 
have been used in planning the expedition and the investment of Manila on 6 October, 1762. 

Slide 4:   A naval snow, by Charles Brooking (1759). 
 Source: Wikipedia. 

Dalrymple’s first voyage was on the Cuddalore snow, which left Madras in April 1759.  He travelled to 
Malacca (on the Winchelsea, together with Colonel William Draper who was on sick leave), embarked 
on the Cuddalore and took charge of the ship (with Captain George Baker retaining control of 
navigation and management of the vessel until he resigned his command in November).  They 
reached Macao in July 1759, spent August and September exploring the islands to the north of Luzon, 
and returned to Macao in October only to spend six months sorting out a dispute with the Portuguese 
and Chinese authorities over nine men who had deserted from the crew. 

Note:  Although Dalrymple refers to the Cuddalore as a schooner (i.e. a type of sailing vessel with fore-and-aft 
sails on two or more masts, with the forward mast being no taller than the rear mast(s)), technically she was a 
snow, which is a small, fast, two-masted vessel (usually somewhat bigger than a schooner) similar to a brig, with 
square sails on both masts and a fore-and-aft gaff sail hoisted on an extra trysail mast abaft the mainsail. 

Slide 5a:   A Chart of the China Sea Inscribed to Monsr. D’Aprés de Mannevillette 1771. 
 Source: Bibliothèque nationale de France - www.gallica.bnf.fr  

Slide 5b:   A Chart of the China Sea Inscribed to Monsr. D’Aprés de Mannevillette1775. 
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 Source: Picture This, Hong Kong; author’s collection. 

Following a brief visit to Tourane in Cochin China (via the coast of Hainan) in June 1760, the 
Cuddalore returned to Canton and Whampoa in September.  With the French in control of the coast of 
Sumatra (and their frigates stationed in the Strait of Sunda), the Committee of Supercargoes at 
Canton requested the Cuddalore to escort five East Indiamen on their return voyage to England by 
way of the new (and as yet untried) Eastern Passage.  They set sail for Luzon on 30 December 1760, 
rounded Manila Point, passed through the Visayas, reached Mindanao in mid-January (where the 
Griffin ran aground and was abandoned) and carried on to Sulu and then past Borneo to Sumbawa. 
The East Indiamen Pocock, Valentine, Oxford and Suffolk carried on homewards through the Strait of 
Sapy; Dalrymple stayed to carry out local coastal surveys (including the first British survey of Flores) 
and returned to Sulu via Macassar in April 1761. 

Note:  The Griffin (Captain Thomas Dethick) was an East Indiaman of 625 tons launched on 27 Sep. 1748; she 
sailed from London for her third visit to China on 25 April 1759, and was lost on the evening of 20 January 1761 
on the “Griffin Rocks” reef north of Jolo Island.  All the men were rescued, but the ship was abandoned with its 
cargo of Chinese tea, porcelain, silk and other goods.  The wreck was re-discovered, explored and excavated in 
1985-99 by a team lead by Franck Goddio and Gabriel S. Casal from the National Museum of the Philippines. 

The Cuddalore’s next port of call was Zamboanga, where Dalrymple met the Governor, Don Manual 
Galves, another keen and accomplished hydrographer.  Galves provided Dalrymple with local charts 
and information, together with an introduction to his brother in Manila.  However, upon arrival in the 
capital Dalrymple was treated with suspicion by the Spanish authorities (especially when he carried 
out a survey of Manila Bay, although this was his normal practice in waters not well known to English 
ships).  On his return journey to Madras in December 1761 Dalrymple made soundings all along the 
western coast of Palawan (at that time unknown to the British), and surveyed islands (e.g. Natuna) in 
the South China Sea.   

Note:  In his letter of introduction, Don Manuel Galves (who died within a year of his meeting with Dalrymple, and 
was probably unaware of the imminent Anglo-Spanish war when they met) requested his brother to give 
Dalrymple some of Don Correa’s charts and memoires of the Philippines. Dalrymple attributed the attitude of the 
Spanish authorities in the capital to suspicions raised by Nicholas Norton Nichols, an English renegade (and 
naturalised Spanish citizen) living in Manila.  After the surrender of Manila to British forces the Spanish accused 
Dalrymple of having stolen military secrets, a charge he refuted on the grounds that although he had seen a book 
(possibly the report on the fortifications prepared by Governor Valdés y Tamón in 1729-39) when he dined at the 
palace with the Acting Governor General, Archbishop Manuel Antonio Rojo, he had had no opportunity to make a 
copy of the plans or to communicate with any of the English at Manila “till long after it was taken”. 

Slide 6:   Plan of Lampon Bay on the East Coast of Luzon by Manuel Galves, 1754.  
 Published according to Act of Parliament by A. Dalrymple 10 July 1774. 
 Source: National Maritime Museum, Greenwich - www.nmm.ac.uk/collections 

Note:  The original 1754 pencil and coloured pen-and-ink manuscript Mapa Del Puerto De Lampon by Manuel 
Galvez [sic] is in The Luso-Hispanic World in Maps collection in the Library of Congress.  The Note at the top of 
Dalrymple’s chart reads:  

Don Manuel Galves went from Lampon to MANILA in Thirty six hours & was only four hours, viz 
from 11 to 3 o’Clock in going to the Laguna; the Land between Lampon & The Laguna is pretty 
high, but having mounted the Side towards the Sea, which is steep, It is quite plain with a gentle 
descent to the Laguna.  On the So. & W. sides of the Bay are VIRGIN MOUNTAINS abounding with 
Timber for Ship-building. 

Dalrymple apparently did not bear any ill-will towards the Spanish as on his Map of the Island Leyté. 
from the original MS of P. Pagteel, native of Prague, 1761 he comments: “The original manuscript of 
this map was given to me when I was amongst the Philippinas in 1764.  I found it more descriptive 
than any other in my possession.  I cannot omit on this occasion to make my acknowledgements of 
the very obliging attention shown to me by the Spaniards who have been by some persons very 
unjustly charged with illiberality; the very reverse of which I had experienced.” 
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Note:  Among its hundreds of thousands of charts, the Admiralty Hydrographic Department in Taunton holds 16 
original manuscript surveys of areas of the East Indies drawn by Dalrymple on sheepskin.  To quote Mary Blewett 
in Surveys of the Seas, “some are without title or embellishment while others have elaborate chinoiserie title-
pieces”. One of the latter, A Sketch of Part of the Coast of Mindoro Island Laid down from Observations in the 
Cuddalore in January 1761 (cf. Quirino p 141) is “obviously a running survey taken from the ship; the accuracy is 
surprisingly good.  No longitude or compass variation is given and the chart is in black and white, except for the 
bearing lines, tracks and substances of the sea bed, which are in red.”  As well as the flowery cartouche there is 
a view of the northwestern coast of Mindoro from 7-8 miles offshore. 

The Sulu Enterprise 

Dalrymple returned to Madras in January 1762 with detailed charts and notes of his voyages, 
especially the Sulu Archipelago and northern Borneo, and a preliminary treaty he had signed with the 
reigning Sultan of Sulu in January 1761 (which had been confirmed by the sultan and the datus in 
Sulu in September 1761, and countersigned by the captive sultan in Manila in November).  The treaty 
allowed the English to establish a settlement on the island of Sulu and granted exclusive trading 
privileges in the archipelago, north Borneo and much of Palawan to the East India Company.  
Dalrymple envisaged the establishment of a trading emporium for British goods covering all of 
southeast Asia between India, China, Japan and Australia.  He returned to Borneo in June 1762 on 
the London (with an RN officer, James Rennell, who kept a journal), explored the island of 
Balambangan (strategically situated between Borneo and Palawan), arrived in Sulu in August and 
(despite various difficulties) persuaded the sultan and chiefs to cede Balambangan for the new 
settlement. 

Note:  Balambangan Island (also called Felicia by Dalrymple) has the same name today. It is situated off the 
northern tip of Borneo and on the southern side of the Balabac Strait, due south of Balabac and about 
3 kilometres west of Banggi Island (spelled Banguey by Dalrymple).  Balambangan is now part of the Kudat 
Division of the Malaysian State of Sabah. 

Slide 7:   A Mar [sic] of part of Borneo and the Sooloo Archipelago, (1769) 1775. 
 Source: Paulus Swaen; author’s collection. 

Note:  Although the Sooloo charts are stated to have been “Laid down chiefly from Observations in 1761, 1762, 
1763, & 1764 by A Dalrymple” they also cite information he obtained from indigenous sources.  A Map of part of 
Borneo and The Sooloo Archipelago notes that: 

The Coast of  BORNEO from Unsang Southward is not confirmed by any exact Observations but is 
laid down from a Sketch of  Dato Saraphodin and from a Chart of  Noquedah Koplo who came up 
that coast in 1761.  See Ameel and the Islands adjoining are laid down from a Plan taken aboard the 
Admiral Pocock 1764.  On the E.S. and S.W. of  TAWEE TAWEE  from Lapak to P.o Gaya there is 
a Chain of Islands and many Shoals whose particular Forms and Situations are not known. 

By November 1762 the time had come for the London to return to Madras, but en route from Sulu to 
Zamboanga they met a Spanish ship and Dalrymple learnt that war had broken out between England 
and Spain; on returning to Sulu on 24 December 1762 they were told that Manila had been captured.  
Dalrymple took formal possession of Balambangan in January 1763, and was back in Madras in 
March.  As he wanted to explain his enterprise scheme to the Court of Directors of the East India 
Company in London in person, Dalrymple resigned from the Company, left Madras in July on the 
Neptune, and set sail for Canton via Malacca (in August), Sulu (in September) and Manila (where he 
arrived on 6 October, 1763).  

Slide 8:   To His Majesty George the Third, King of Great Britain, &c. This Chart of Felicia and Plan of the Island 
Balambangan is humbly presented By His Majesty’s Faithful Subject, A. Dalrymple, (1770) 1775. 

 Source: Paulus Swaen; author’s collection. 
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In Manila Dalrymple reported to the Deputy Governor, Dawsonne Drake (1724–1784), who had 
signed a new treaty with the exiled Sultan of Sulu in February 1763; however, this was contested by 
Archbishop Rojo, who claimed that the old sultan had already promised Sulu, Basilan, Palawan and 
north Borneo to Spain under an earlier treaty. Under the peace concluded by the Treaty of Paris of 
10 February 1763, Manila was to be restored to Spain; but the news took months to reach Manila and 
the Spanish forces did not at first believe in the legitimacy of the treaty. Following bitter disputes with 
his Council (amid allegations of extortion and embezzlement), Drake was forced to resign on 
28 March 1764. The next day, the Council appointed Dalrymple as Provisional Deputy Governor of 
Manila, and he officiated at the formal ceremony on 31 March 1764 at which the occupied territories 
were returned to Spain. Cavite was delivered to the Spaniards on 11 April, 1764 and the British fleet 
set sail, accompanied by Dalrymple in command of the London. He stayed on for a few months in 
Sulu until leaving the Philippines for the last time and returning to England (via Canton) in July 1765.  

Slide 9:   The Sooloo Archipelago, (1771) 1775. 
 Source: Paulus Swaen; author’s collection. 

In England Dalrymple continued to promote the Sulu enterprise, but conditions at home were no 
longer favourable to the scheme; although he was appointed chief of the proposed trading settlement 
on Balambangan in September 1770, six months later he was dismissed from the service of the East 
India Company after repeated disagreements over policy. The settlement was subsequently 
established under John Herbert but was a failure (described as “a riot of fraud and peculation”); it was 
destroyed by a party of Sulu islanders in February 1775.   

The Great Southern Continent; Early Publications 

Slide 10:   Portrait of Alexander Dalrymple from an original drawing by John Brown. 
 Source: South Australia Police Historical Society – www.sapolicehistory.org 

Dalrymple continued his research into the “counterpoise” theory of the Great Southern Continent (the 
so-called “Terra Australis Incognita”, the existence of which was eventually disproved by Commander 
Cook’s second voyage to the Antarctic in 1772-75) and worked to promote exploration of the Pacific; 
in 1767 he published An Account of the Discoveries Made in the South Pacifick Ocean Previous to 
1764, followed by An Historical Collection of the Several Voyages and Discoveries in the South 
Pacific Ocean (1771) and the bilingual A Collection of Voyages chiefly in the Southern Atlantick 
Ocean (1775).  In 1768 he was put forward by the Royal Society as its candidate to lead a voyage to 
the southern seas to observe the next transit of Venus (and verify his theories of the southern 
continent), but the Admiralty insisted that the ship (the Endeavour) chosen to lead the expedition must 
be under the command of a naval officer (James Cook) and Dalrymple declined to take second place.  
Dalrymple was nevertheless elected a fellow of the Royal Society in 1771. 

Note:  Howard T. Fry argues that the damage done to Dalrymple’s reputation as a historian and geographer by 
“the ill-supported legend that he was the life-long enemy of Captain Cook” is largely unjustified.  Dalrymple was 
deeply disappointed that the misunderstanding between the Royal Society and the Admiralty over the command 
of the Endeavour prevented him from leading the expedition, but he did not criticise Cook before or during the 
voyage, or immediately after the Endeavour’s return.  His attack on Cook came only with the publication of the 
official account of the voyage by Dr. John Hawkesworth in 1773, in which Dalrymple’s “important contributions to 
the success of the expedition had been entirely ignored.”  His violent and insensitive response was published in A 
Letter to Dr. Hawkesworth, occasioned by some groundless and illiberal imputations in his account of the late 
Voyages to the South, which caused Hawkesworth much distress before he died (in November 1773). It was in 
his second letter Observations on Dr. Hawkesworth’s Preface to the second edition that Dalrymple attacked Cook 
directly, but as the two men had mutual friends and family connections Professor Fry believes that Dalrymple still 
respected Cook’s professional skills although he “thought him no more infallible than other men.” 

Dalrymple also began to produce a series of charts and navigational memoires based on his voyages.  
In 1771-72 he published A Collection of Charts and Memoires, consisting of a general introduction 
and eight works in one volume, including Memoir of the Chart of the West Coast of Palawan, or 
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Paragua. Containing The Journal of the Schooner Cuddalore, in December 1761, and an atlas 
containing eight charts including A Map of part of Borneo and The Sooloo Archipelago (Slide 7), the 
Chart of Felicia and Plan of the Island Balambangan (Slide 8), The Sooloo Archipelago (Slide 9), A 
Chart of the Schooner Cuddalore’s Track along the West Coast of Palawan in December 1761 (Slide 
11), and A Chart of the China Sea Inscribed to Monsr. D’Aprés de Mannevillette the ingenious Author 
of the Neptune Oriental: As a Tribute due to his Labours for the benefit of Navigation; and in 
acknowledgement of his many signal Favours to A Dalrymple (Slide 5a). 

Slide 11:   A Chart of the Schooner Cuddalore’s Track along the West Coast of Palawan. 
 Source: Roderick Barron; author’s collection. 

Jean-Baptiste-Nicolas-Denis d’Après de Mannevillette (1707-80) was a French navigator whose 
collection of charts of the coasts of Africa and southeast Asia was first published in 1745 as Le 
Neptune Oriental (with 22 charts), copied in England by William Herbert in 1758 as The New Directory 
for the East Indies.  He became one of the first hydrographers of the Compagnie des Indes and 
maintained an office (sanctioned by the Dèpôt des Cartes et Plans de la Marine) at Lorient in Brittany 
from where (for the rest of his life) he continued to produce charts, resulting in a new, enlarged edition 
of Le Neptune Oriental (with 63 charts) published in 1775.  De Mannevillette and Dalrymple 
corresponded with each other on a wide range of subjects for 13 years (in peace and war, from 
February 1767 to January 1780, with eight to ten letters a year from Dalrymple to the Frenchman but 
fewer from de Mannevillette to him). They became good friends and mutual supporters, and published 
editions of each other’s charts, notably (i) the chart of Palawan titled Chart of Faveau’s Voyage 
Reduced from the Original MS ... Communicated by the late Monsr. D’Aprés entitled … (1781) and 
(ii) the Plan of the Port of Subec, in the Isle of Luconia Survey’d in the Year 1766 (from Monsr. 
D’Après de Mannevillette) (1782).   

Slide 12:   Chart of Faveau’s Voyage Reduced from the Original MS ...  
 Communicated by the late Monsr. D’Après. 
 Source: Roderick Barron; author’s collection. 

Note:  The full title reads: Chart of Faveau’s Voyage Reduced from the Original MS on a scale of 7 inches to 1º.  
Communicated by the late Monsr. D’Après entitled Carta Plana Particular de El Viage que hizo La Armada 
despachada el Ano 1753 por El M.Y.S. Marques de Ovando Governador y Capitan General de las Yslas 
Philipinas al Cargo de D. Antonio Faveau Quesada para el Establecimiento de un Presidio en la Punta mas al 
Sur de la Yla de La Paragua reconocimiento de sus Costas, Rios, Ensenadas, Bahias, Surgideros, Estrechos, 
Curso de Corientes, Calidades de Fondo, y otras Circumstancias que pueden ser apreciables en todo Tiempo 
Sacada por las Observaciones y Diario del Mismo Don Antonio Faveau Quesada Comandante General de toda 
la Expedicion Quien La dedica Al Muy Ylustre Senor Marques de Ovando Gefe de Esquadra de la Real Armada, 
Del Consejo de Su Magestad, Governador y Capitan General de la dichas Yslas Philipinas, y Presidente de la 
Real Audiencia de Manila. 
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Slide 13:   Plan of the Port of Subec near Manila on the Island Luzon, 1766  
 from the plan published by M. D’Apres. 
 Source: Bibliothèque nationale de France - www.gallica.bnf.fr  

Note:  Another English edition of the Plan of the Port of Subec, in the Isle of Luconia Survey’d in the Year 1766 
(from Monsr. D’Après de Mannevillette) was published by Robert Sayer and John Bennett in 1788 in the East 
India Pilot, which became the standard English guide to eastern seas for the next 40 years (subsequently 
published by Sayer’s successors, Robert Laurie and James Whittle).  Sayer and Bennett re-engraved a number 
of charts from Le Neptune Oriental for the East India Pilot, with additional contributions of their own largely 
obtained from East India Company captains. 

A Chart of the China Sea ...  is best known as Plate 52 in the enlarged French edition (first published 
in Paris in 1775) of de Mannevillette’s Le Neptune Oriental (Slide 5b).  Another chart which de 
Mannevillette had re-engraved (with Dalrymple’s imprint but in a smaller size, in French and with 
added rhumb lines) for the new edition of Le Neptune Oriental (Plate 52) is Dalrymple’s A Chart of 
part of the Coast of China, and The adjacent Islands from Pedro Blanco to the Mizen, Laid down from 
Observations made in 1759 and 1760, in the Schooner Cuddalore, and in the Ship London, 1764.  
This is said to be the earliest map based on scientific measurement of Hong Kong (identified as 
“Fanchin Chow”) and the adjacent coastline and islands (including Lantau and Lamma). 

Note:  As well as these two charts and the three (listed above) of Borneo, Felicia and the Sooloo Archipelago 
(included as Plates 54, 55 and 56 respectively), Le Neptune Oriental also included (as Plate 34) the Chart of 
the Northern Part of The Bay of Bengal Laid down chiefly from the Surveys made by Bartholomew Plaisted and 
John Ritchie first published by Dalrymple in 1772. 

Slide 14a:  A Chart of part of the Coast of China, and The adjacent Islands ... London 1771. 
 Source: Bibliothèque nationale de France - www.gallica.bnf.fr 

Slide 14b:  Carte d’une partie des Côtes de la Chine et des Isles adjacentes, Paris 1775. 
 Source: Jonathan Wattis.  

A Collection of Plans of Ports in the East Indies 

Between February 1774 and March 1775, Alexander Dalrymple published A Collection of Plans of 
Ports in the East Indies. The collection, published privately in London, was in six parts and comprised 
83 plates (mostly approximately 9” x 12”) with plans of ports from South Africa to China and in the 
Eastern Archipelago, together with 172 quarto pages of sailing directions and topographical 
descriptions.  As recorded in the Court Minutes for 1773 in the India Office Records, Dalrymple 
proposed to use his private collection of charts (from English, Dutch, Spanish, French and other 
European sources, Indian and Chinese pilots, and the journals of East India Company captains) to 
publish this “... Collection of Engraved Bays Harbours &ca. in the East Indies, accompanied with 
Views of Land and Nautical Instructions concerning the Places to which those Plans and views relate 
together with such other Explanations as are in his Possession ...” 

Slide 15:   Plan of the Port of Palapa on the No. Coast of Samar by Don Manuel Galves. 
 Source: Bibliothèque nationale de France - www.gallica.bnf.fr  

Slide 16:   Plan of the Bay of S. Miguel de Naga on Luzon & Plan of the Port of Seeseeran.  
 Source: Bibliothèque nationale de France - www.gallica.bnf.fr  

The third part of this collection, published in August 1774, contains 12 plans and charts (some with 
insets) of ports, bays and coastlines of the Philippines including: Capa Luan (in Tayabas), Batangas 
Bay, Ylocos (with the port of Salomague), the bay of San Miguel de Naga (with the port of 
Seeseeran), Sorsorgon Bay and Lampon Bay in Luzon; Calapan Bay on Mindoro; San Jacinto on 
Ticao; the Port of Palapa on Samar; and Sta. Maria and Seebuguey, Bongo Bay, Surigao Bay and 
Panguyl Bay in Mindanao; together with four pages of letterpress.  Two more plates of the Philippines 
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(Ypoloté Bay on Palawan and Dalawan Bay on Balabac) were published later that year in the fourth 
part of the collection.   
Slide 17:   Plan of the Chief Ports on the Coast of Ylocos in Luzon & Port of Salomague. 
 Source: Bibliothèque nationale de France - www.gallica.bnf.fr  

Slide 18:   Plan of Capa-Luan in the province of Tayabas on Luzon by Don Manuel Galves.  
 Source: Bibliothèque nationale de France - www.gallica.bnf.fr  

Note:  According to Andrew Cook, the collection is of considerable interest at a technical level as Dalrymple used 
at least five engravers for the writing (W. Palmer, S. Pyle, J. Russell, Mw Smith and W. Whitchurch); three 
additional engravers for representational work (in particular B. Henry); and two etchers (D. Lerpeniere and 
P. Begbie).  Regardless of the expense, Dalrymple encouraged these engravers to experiment with different 
engraving tools and methods, notably stone engraving for representing hills and views of land although “this kind 
of engraving will not print above 200 good impressions”; steel drypoint or needle engraving; the roulette 
(consisting of drypoint spikes on a wheel), used for a ship’s track or the effect of hills; a diamond drypoint; burin 
engraving; and etching (using wax and acid), which became the dominant technique for hills and views although 
“the sharpness of the engraved line is missing”. 

In the advertisement published in 1774 for the first number of A Collection of Plans of Ports in the East Indies, 
Dalrymple comments that “stone ... is a mode of Engraving little known, and seldom practised; ... but I imagine it 
will be admitted by all Seamen that nothing expresses distant Land so well.”  Stone engraving uses a stone tool 
on a copper plate to form abrasions which hold ink sufficiently for an impression to be taken; the technique was 
used to shade areas of the plate within an outline engraved with a drypoint. Areas engraved by stone can be 
identified by the subtle graduations of flat shading (which give the effect of an ink wash), swirling strokes, multiple 
scratches (caused by impurities in the stone) and scuff marks. The shape and composition of the stone tool are 
not recorded.  Because stone engraving is shallow and the plate is quickly burnished smooth “this kind of 
engraving will not print above 200 good Impressions”; consequently most of the plates had to be re-engraved 
with a drypoint and were subsequently etched for later reprinting runs. 

Publication of A Collection of Plans of Ports in the East Indies was brought to a close ahead of 
Dalrymple’s return to Madras in 1775. Although only ten individuals had by then registered as 
subscribers, Dalrymple kept a stock of the complete collection for subsequent sales or presentations; 
many of the plates were reissued (often retouched, and with additions such as marginal rhumb lines 
or compass points), and new editions of the letterpress were published after Dalrymple was appointed 
Company Hydrographer in 1779.  In c.1772-74 Dalrymple also prepared around 20 unfinished drafts 
or proofs of plates of charts and coastal views of the Philippines and the Celebes that he later 
abandoned.  

Note:  These charts were originally completely uncluttered, without the rhumb lines commonly used by other 
publishers, although Dalrymple then added the outer ends of the rhumb lines between the inner and outer 
borders.  From late 1781 he replaced these with the 32 compass points shown outside the border by short rays 
composed of a line and one to four dots, which then became a distinctive feature on all of Dalrymple’s later 
charts (and was occasionally copied by other cartographers).  

Hydrographer to the East India Company 

Slide 19:   George Pigot, Baron Pigot by George Willison. 
 Source: Wikipedia. 

As his mentor George Lord Pigot had been re-appointed as Governor of Madras, in 1775 Dalrymple 
successfully reapplied to the East India Company and regained his position on the Madras Council.  
He left England on the Grenville in April and arrived in Madras in early 1776 “after a very tedious and 
uncomfortable passage”, but Pigot became involved in a fierce quarrel with his council over the 
proposed restoration of the Rajah of Tanjore and was arrested, confined and deposed.  Dalrymple 
was chosen to return to England in early 1777 with Pigot’s narrative of the events; in order to save 
time, he travelled in HMS Swallow to the Red Sea and then overland to London via Suez, Alexandria, 
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Marseille and Paris.  Although he was exonerated for his support of Pigot, Dalrymple decided it would 
not be possible to return to Madras and to devote his whole time to hydrography. 

Note:  When Dalrymple had returned to England in 1765 he stayed with Pigot and his family in London and 
visited their country home in Staffordshire; at this time he became increasingly friendly with his host’s daughters, 
Leonora and Sophia, who returned to Madras with Pigot in 1775. By then Dalrymple was in love with Sophia, and 
she was also interested in him. However, Pigot was unmarried, and Leonora and Sophia were his natural 
children by an Indian mother (at a time when such intermixing was by no means uncommon in India). When Pigot 
died in May 1777 (by which time Dalrymple was already back in England) the two girls were left in a socially 
precarious position and rapidly found husbands, Claud Russell for Leonora and the Hon. Edward Monckton for 
Sophia.  Dalrymple never married and remained devoted to Sophia, to whom he dedicated a book (Extracts from 
Juvenilia, or Poems by George Wither) in 1785 and a play in 1795.  In his will he left a portrait of himself to 
Leonora, and “pearl earings [sic] and cross and rose set round with diamonds” (which he had been given by the 
Sultan of Sulu) to Sophia.  He also left a bequest to his manservant, Pedro Manuel “my old and faithful 
Companion for I cannot call him Servant”, whom he had recruited in the Philippines in the 1760s. 

Following the loss in August 1778 of the Colebrooke on the Anvil Rock in False Bay on the Cape of 
Good Hope, on 1 April 1779 the East India Company appointed Dalrymple as its Hydrographer, with 
responsibility “for examining the Ships’ Journals from the earliest times that Notice may be given of 
every danger which has hitherto been discovered, and for publishing from time to time such Charts 
and Nautical Directions as a comparison of the various Journals and other Materials may enable him 
to do.”  He was paid a quarterly fee of £125 “for examining the Ships’ Journals &ca.” and the 
arrangement for publishing charts was that the Company would cover Dalrymple’s expenses for 
engraving and printing 100 copies of any chart, after which the plate would become his property and 
he would be free to print and sell further impressions. 

Slide 20:   Chart of the Island Palawan From observations in the Sloop Endeavour in April & May 1774  
 by James Barton (published April 17th 1781). 
 Source: National Maritime Museum, Greenwich - www.nmm.ac.uk/collections 

Dalrymple began to compile and publish charts of the coasts and passages most frequently used by 
the Company’s ships (e.g. the Mozambique Channel and the straits of Malacca and Singapore), and 
in June 1782 he produced a very informative Memoir concerning Passages to and from China to be 
issued by the Secret Committee of the East India Company to the commanders of its China ships.  In 
1782 Dalrymple was elected as a foreign member of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences 
(Kungliga Vetenskapsakademin). 

Note:  One subject on which Dalrymple had strong views was the problem of nomenclature, confusion often 
arising from the use of the same name for different places or by the use of different names for the same place 
when “discovered” or recorded by different navigators.  In his Memoir concerning Passages to and from China 
Dalrymple lists a long series of the different names which had been used for the same places, including those 
from Portuguese, Dutch and English charts.  Dalrymple himself had a preference for native names (when 
available) and descriptive names (as these were often the same or similar in different languages). 

Slide 21:   Chart of Balabac, and Part of the East Coast of Palawan or Paragua  
 by Don Antonio Faveau Quesada 1753. 
 Source: Bibliothèque nationale de France - www.gallica.bnf.fr  

Information was sought not only from seamen in the service of the Company, but also from other 
navigators (including Royal Navy captains), foreign authorities (such as d’Après de Mannevillette) and 
old charts (e.g. the Chart of Balabac, and Part of the East Coast of Palawan or Paragua by Don 
Antonio Faveau Quesada 1753 which he published in 1775).  Although old maps could be “generally 
erroneous or imperfect”, Dalrymple believed they could still be useful and he would sometimes print 
alternative versions side-by-side.  By 1789 Dalrymple had produced 28 small-scale charts, 40 plates 
of coastal views, 50 to 60 books and pamphlets, and over 450 large-scale plans of harbours, coasts 
and archipelagos. 
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Note:  In 1789 Dalrymple produced (iv + 68 pages, quarto) An Exact and True Description of The Coasts, Ports, 
Islands and Shoals, with The Soundings and Marks on the Coast of Luzon: From the Port, or Bay of Mariveles, to 
beyond Cape Engaño, together with The Description of the Babuyanes Islands ... Translated from the Spanish 
MS [by Manuel Correa], by the late Sir Hyde Parker, Bart. Revised and Published at the Expence of the East 
India Company, by A. Dalrymple.  

Hydrographer to the Admiralty 

Slide 22:   Portrait of Alexander Dalrymple by George Dance, 26 July 1794. 
 Source: National Library of Australia - www.nla.gov.au 

Note:  George Dance the Younger (1741-1825) was an English architect and (from 1768) the City of London 
surveyor.  He was a founder member of the Royal Academy and his last years were devoted to art rather than to 
architecture.  After 1798 his Academy contributions consisted solely of chalk portraits of his friends, 72 of which 
were engraved and published. 

For many years naval officers (such as Admiral George Anson and Captain James Cook) had been 
complaining about the inadequacy of British sea charts, but it was not until after the outbreak of the 
French Revolutionary Wars in 1792 (and the French declaration of war against Great Britain in 1793) 
that a government charting agency was finally established.  On 12 August 1795 an Admiralty Order in 
Council announced the decision to set up a Department of Hydrography because of “the great 
inconvenience which has constantly been felt by the officers of Your Majesty’s Fleet, especially when 
ordered abroad, from the want of sufficient information respecting the navigation of those parts”. 

The next day Dalrymple (at the age of 58) was offered the post of Hydrographer to the Admiralty 
Board “charged with the duty of selecting and compiling all such information as may appear to be 
requisite for the purposes of improving the navigation ... of Your Majesty’s ships.”  His initial job was to 
get the plans and charts already in the Admiralty’s possession “judiciously arranged and digested”, 
and his first Admiralty charts were published only after 1800, when a press was installed in the 
Admiralty building and engravers employed.  Charts copied from foreign printed sources were 
engraved outside the Hydrographic Office as they were not confidential. 

Note:  Although the post was first offered to James Rennell (by now a distinguished geographer but who declined 
the position), Dalrymple had in fact been the obvious and preferred candidate for the proposed office for some 
time, because of his expertise in examining the ships’ journals of the East India Company and his contacts with 
the Admiralty, other government officials and the members of the Royal Society.  He was still publishing charts 
and plans for the Company, and requested its permission to accept the Admiralty appointment; he continued to 
receive quarterly remuneration and an annuity (i.e. pension) from the Company until his death in 1808.  

Slide 23:   Plan of Blair’s Harbour (with Po.Teoman and East Coast of Malaya) (1793). 
 Source: Jonathan Wattis; author’s collection. 

The Royal Navy remained dependent on charts bought by the Secretary of the Admiralty from the 
half-dozen private chart publishers in London, and in 1804 (after an absence from the office “taking 
the waters” in Cheltenham for erysipelas, a painful skin infection) Dalrymple offered the Admiralty the 
use of his plates (originally engraved for the East India Company).  By 31 October 1806 the Admiralty 
had acquired 100 sets of impressions of his Collection of Nautical Memoirs and Journals, comprising 
54 charts, 57 views and 706 plans – a total of some 81,000 sheets – for a payment of 1000 guineas 
(compared to the commercial price of £3,462). 

Note:  In 1779 Dalrymple had published a Memoir with a Table of Comparison of Winds adapted from the work of 
the great English engineer John Smeaton (1724-94); but its use never caught on with the EIC captains.  
However, in 1805 he was introduced to Francis Beaufort (1774-1857), then a young naval officer who had 
recently been given HMS Woolwich as his first command.  Dalrymple recognised Beaufort’s abilities and supplied 
him with a chronometer and a set of his charts and papers, including the Instructions to Captains from which 
Beaufort  subsequently (on 13 January, 1806) copied into his journal the wind scale which became famous as the 
Beaufort Scale (and is still is use, with minor modifications, today).  Dalrymple and Beaufort became close 
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friends, dining frequently at the Royal Society; and from 1829 to 1855 Rear Admiral Sir Francis Beaufort became 
Dalrymple’s successor as the fourth (and perhaps best-known) Hydrographer of the Navy. 

Following the appointment of Lord Mulgrave (Henry Phipps, the brother of Dalrymple’s deceased 
friend Captain Constantine Phipps) as First Lord of the Admiralty in 1807, the Admiralty Board (the 
members of which had entirely changed from those that had appointed Dalrymple) had a different 
concept of the use of the Hydrographic Office; it would no longer produce its own charts but would 
supply charts bought-in from the trade publishers.  As intransigent as ever, Dalrymple declined a 
request that he evaluate “the compleat set of all Charts published in England” on the grounds that he 
was unfamiliar with many of the coasts they covered, so the Board appointed a Chart Committee of 
three naval officers (Captains Thomas Hurd, Henry Columbine and Sir Home Popham) to review all 
available charts and to select a suitable collection for issue to the fleet.  After a bitter quarrel over the 
terms of reference of the Committee and a question of confidentiality of certain charts captured from 
the French, Dalrymple was dismissed by the Admiralty on 28 May, 1808.  He died “of 
vexation” (probably of a heart attack) at his home in St Marylebone three weeks later, on 19 June 
1808 (ten days after his last dinner at the Royal Society Club) at the age of seventy-one, and was 
buried in the cemetery of the local parish church. 

Note:  In 1796 Dalrymple had acquired the charts and journals of the expedition of Joseph Antoine Bruni 
d’Entrecasteaux to Australia, New Caledonia and New Guinea, which had been sent out in 1791 to search for the 
missing ships of Jean-François de Galaup, comte de La Pérouse; after the expedition broke up in Batavia its 
papers and specimens were brought back by Élisabeth-Paul-Édouard Rossel, on a Dutch ship that was captured 
by the British.  Rossel returned to Paris in 1802, and although Dalrymple kept copies of the charts (under lock 
and key) “to prevent accident in the passage”, he considered these to be confidential (until published by the 
French) and he repeatedly refused to supply copies to the Chart Committee.  This issue was used as the pretext 
for Dalrymple’s dismissal, although the real reason may have been “his excessive rudeness to Lord Mulgrave”, 
the First Lord of the Admiralty.  Because of the Napoleonic Wars the French did not hear of his death in 1808, 
and on 16 December 1811 Dalrymple was elected as a corresponding member of the First Class of the Institut 
national des sciences et des arts (now l’Institut de France). 

Dalrymple’s Legacy  

Today Alexander Dalrymple is not as well known as his achievements merit; in the words of Daniel 
Crouch he is “remembered as one who engaged in constant disputes with the East India Company 
and the Admiralty, who pursued a foolish and unnecessary vendetta against [James] Cook, and who 
supported erroneous geographical theories ... postulated with a dogmatism unjustified by the 
evidence. He was over-bearing, opinionated, and cantankerous, but also intelligent, enthusiastic, and 
determined. He made major contributions to marine cartography and his writings on mercantile and 
public affairs show the breadth of his interests.” 

Note:  Dalrymple bequeathed his library of voyages and travels, atlases, charts, maps and nautical papers to the 
Admiralty (with the proviso that they be offered to the East India Company if the Admiralty declined to pay “a 
suitable remuneration” to his executors), and these formed the core of the Hydrographic Office archives.  Around 
635 of his copper plates were offered to (but declined by) the East India Company, and were subsequently sold 
at auction in June 1810.  These were bought by a London coppersmith as scrap metal, who then sold 120-130 of 
them to the Admiralty (which acquired more subsequently and still retains 270 of the copper plates of Dalrymple’s 
charts and views of the East Indies, including 28 of the Philippines).   A number of these charts (at least 79) were 
reissued between 1810 and 1817 by Dalrymple’s successor as Hydrographer, Captain Thomas Hurd.  On these 
charts “Hurd substituted his own publishing imprint for that of Dalrymple for no apparent reason”, and the date 
(but not always the day and month) was changed to the year of republication.  These charts can be distinguished 
by their outer borders: instead of Dalrymple’s distinctive thin border with the compass points shown by rays and 
one to four dots, Hurd’s charts have a thicker outer border without rays or dots. 
  
According to Lieut-Commander Andrew David, Dalrymple’s East India charts continued to be the 
backbone of the Admiralty collection for years after his death, and accounted for 400 of the 764 charts 
included in the Admiralty Chart Catalogue when it was first issued in 1825; many of them were still in 
print 40 years later.  Indeed, the last of Dalrymple’s charts (of Noncowrey (now Nancowry) Harbour in 

  11



the Nicobar Islands) was finally withdrawn from publication only in 1959.  Charts republished by the 
Admiralty can be readily distinguished by the addition of the Hydrographical Office foul anchor seal 
and, from 1839 onwards, the engraved chart number (see Appendix). 

Note:  Dalrymple’s original EIC charts carry the imprint Publish’d according to Act of Parliament by A. Dalrymple 
[date], and his Admiralty charts have the imprint Hydrographical Office Publish’d according to Act of Parliament 
[date] by A. Dalrymple Hydrographer to the Admiralty.  The impressions of his EIC charts which Dalrymple made 
available to the Admiralty in 1804-06 are distinguished by a hand-stamp seal showing the Admiralty’s foul anchor 
surrounded by the words Hydrographical Office and a star between the inner and outer borders.  From 1810 
onwards this seal was engraved on the plates, and c1830 an additional surround of rose, thistle, shamrock and 
oak leaves was added (together with the initials of the current Hydrographer instead of the star).  Admiralty charts 
were first sold to the public on 30 June 1821, with prices initially added in red ink and then (from 1825) engraved 
below the seal, e.g. Six p. or 1s.6d.  or Three Shils. (depending on the size of the chart). Chart numbers were first 
allocated in the 1839 catalogue, and followed the geographical sequence of the existing catalogue up to no.1116. 

Slide 24a: Seal of the Hydrographical Office (from Plan of Lampon Bay). 
 Source: National Maritime Museum, Greenwich - www.nmm.ac.uk/collections 

Slide 24b: Seal of the Hydrographical Office (from Chart of the Island Palawan). 
 Source: National Maritime Museum, Greenwich - www.nmm.ac.uk/collections 

Conclusion 

During his long life Alexander Dalrymple published 66 charts (with 19 additional inset charts) and 10 
sheets of coastal views of) the Philippines (see Appendix), of which 37 (including some of the inset 
charts) are listed by Carlos Quirino in Philippine Cartography 1320-1899 (which does not include 
those of Mindanao or its adjacent islands). 

Slide 25:   Plan of the port on Camiguing one of the Babuyanes Islands between Luzon and Formosa.   
 Plan of the bay of St. Vincente or Palaniguin, at the N.E. end of Luzon.   
 Source: Bibliothèque nationale de France - www.gallica.bnf.fr  

Slide 26:   Plan of Mariveles Bay on Luzon by Commodore John Watson.  
 Source: Bibliothèque nationale de France - www.gallica.bnf.fr  

Slide 27:   Plan of Palaon Bay on Mindoro with Port St. Andrés on the island Marinduque.  
 Source: Bibliothèque nationale de France - www.gallica.bnf.fr  

Slide 28:   Plan of Bunwood Island and part of the coast of the Island of Magindanao.  
 Source: Bibliothèque nationale de France - www.gallica.bnf.fr  

Slide 29:   Kamaladan Harbour on Magindanao by Capn. Thomas Forrest with 
 Plan of Leno Harbour by Capn. Thomas Forrest. 
 Source: Bibliothèque nationale de France - www.gallica.bnf.fr  

Slide 30:   Sketch of Maloza Bay on Baseelan by Captain Walter Alves. 
 Source: Bibliothèque nationale de France - www.gallica.bnf.fr  

As Dalrymple’s charts were sold by subscription, or were produced as single sheets sold either 
individually or in “pilots” (simply-bound selections of charts designed to meet the specific needs of 
merchant seamen trading with particular coasts or islands), many are now found bound in untitled 
collections (no two of which have exactly the same contents).  Substantial collections of bound 
volumes and single charts can be seen in the national museums, libraries and university collections of 
England, Scotland, France, the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, Australia and the United States; the 
Lopez Memorial Museum Map Collection (www.lopezmuseum.org.ph) has several.  These collections 
can often be accessed online (notably the holdings of the Bibliothèque nationale de France and the 
National Library of Australia). 
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However, with the exception of those published in the many editions of Le Neptune Oriental, original 
Dalrymple charts are now rarely found in the antique map trade; even those later republished by the 
Admiralty are quite scarce (since charts have always been functional navigation tools to be used, 
annotated, folded or rolled, replaced by newer charts, and eventually either lost at sea or discarded).  
Consequently it would be interesting to establish how many copies of Alexander Dalrymple’s charts 
are owned by members of PHIMCOS, or are to be found in other collections in the Philippines. 

Hong Kong, July 2010  
(with additions and corrections to January 2012)  

Copyright © Peter Geldart 2010 
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