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About PHIMCOS 

 
The Philippine Map Collectors Society (PHIMCOS) was established in 2007 in Manila as the first club for 
collectors of antique maps and prints in the Philippines.  Membership of the society, which has grown to 
a current total of 46 members (including individual and joint members, and corporate nominees), is open 
to anyone interested in collecting historical maps, prints, paintings and photographs of the Philippines. 
 
PHIMCOS holds quarterly general meetings at which members and their guests discuss cartographic news 
and give after-dinner  presentations on topics such as maps of particular interest, famous cartographers, 
the charting of regions of the Philippines, or the lives of prominent Filipino historians.  A major focus for 
PHIMCOS is the sponsorship of exhibitions, lectures and other educational events designed to educate 
the public about the importance of cartography as a way of learning both the geography and the history 
of the Philippines.  The Murillo Bulletin, the society’s journal, is published twice a year. 
 
PHIMCOS welcomes new members.  The fee for an Individual Membership is Php.6,000 per annum; for 
Joint Memberships (for two people) and Corporate Memberships (with two nominees) the fee is 
Php.10,000 per annum.  Members and guests who attend general meetings also pay a contribution 
towards the cost of dinner and drinks of Php.1,200 per member and Php.1,500 per guest.  The application 
form and additional information on PHIMCOS are available on our website  www.phimcos.org . 
 
 

Front Cover: Detail of the Philippines from A New Chart of the China Sea, and East India Archipelago, … 
 by J.W. Norie, London (1821) 1841; note the prominent volcanoes (Peter Geldart collection) 
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PHIMCOS News & Events 

 
 

 
 was a banner year for PHIMCOS.  As well 

as attending our regular quarterly meetings, 
during the year members had the opportunity 
to participate in a record number of activities. In 
May, we participated in the first International 
Conference on Cartography in Philippine History, 
and PHIMCOS hosted a special dinner for 
Tom Harper, Curator of Antiquarian Mapping at 
the British Library.  
 
Then, in June, 15 PHIMCOS members and their 
relatives travelled to the U.K. to visit the 
Bodleian Library, the library of the Natural 
History Museum, the British Library, the 
National Maritime Museum, and the London 
Map Fair. 
 
Finally, the outstanding cartographic event of 
the year was the 36th IMCoS Symposium, 
arranged and sponsored by the Ayala Museum 
and the Gallery of Prints, and sponsored by 
PHIMCOS, Aboitiz Foundation Inc., Union Bank 
and several providers of sponsorship-in-kind. 
The symposium was held in Manila from 14 to 
17 October (see the report on page 5). Following 
the Manila programme, seven PHIMCOS 
members travelled to Hong Kong for the second 
part of the symposium, held at the Hong Kong 
Maritime Museum from 18 to 20 October, and 
were able to visit the exhibition A History of 
Hong Kong in 50 Maps: 1775–1979 arranged by 
PHIMCOS member Jonathan Wattis. 
 
On 15 August the third general meeting of the 
year was attended by 31 members and 6 guests.  
Andoni Aboitiz gave us a spirited account of 
“The Summer of Love … for Maps: the PHIMCOS 
London Tour 2018” (as reported in The Murillo 
Bulletin Issue No. 6).  Andoni’s talk was followed 
by a presentation by Jaime Laya on one of the 
maps we had seen in the British Library, the 
Topographia dela Ciudad de Manila by Antonio 
Fernandez de Roxas (Manila c1739).  Dr. Laya 
has written a detailed description of this 
important map for the Fourth Edition of Carlos 
Quirino’s Philippine Cartography 1320-1899, 
edited by PHIMCOS member Carlos Madrid and 
published by Vibal Foundation (Manila 2018). 

The final general meeting of the year, held 
on 7 November, attracted 24 members and 
7 guests.  Efren Carandang, the Deputy Adminis-
trator of NAMRIA, gave a presentation entitled 
“Bosquejo Geológico de Panay: A Look at the 
Past and Present Topography and Natural 
Resources of Panay”. 
 
This was followed by a talk by Robin Bridge on 
Auguste Borget, the French artist who visited 
Manila for a week in July 1839, at which Robin 
displayed his Borget drawing of the Parancillo 
Bridge; Rolf Lietz showed us his print of the 
same subject; and Andoni Aboitiz exhibited and 
talked about an oil painting by Borget of the 
Jala-Jala Forest, the estate of Paul de la 
Gironière (see articles on pages 9 and 13). 
 

   
 
We are particularly pleased by the expansion of 
our society’s membership.  Seven new members 
joined in 2018, and as a result we now have 
28 Individual Memberships, six Joint Member-
ships and three Corporate Memberships (see 
page 32). For 2019 we have two new board 
members, Andoni Aboitiz and Edwin Bautista, 
and a number of changes to the board 
committees (see pages 31-32). Upon the 
recommendation of the board, the members 
have approved a system of rotating terms for all 
directors so as to give new PHIMCOS members 
the opportunity to join the board, with the 
longest-serving board members being the first 
to step down each year. 
 
In the words of our President, Jimmie González:  
 
“Our society has had a very good year and credit 
goes to our growing membership. Special thanks 
are given to those who actively participated and 
supported our events, and we hope you will all 
continue to do so.  We are also most grateful for 
the invaluable contribution extended by our 
longstanding founding directors, Alfredo Roca 
and Rolf Lietz, who graciously retired from the 
board to give way to two new members, but will 
continue to play active roles in supporting and 
promoting the society.” 
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